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About AU PAIR, KANSAS
AU PAIR, KANSAS is a feature film about a recently widowed woman who hires a Norwegian soccer player to come to a 
small town in Kansas to be a male au pair and help  her raise her two sons. Part drama, part comedy (a romantic dramedy), 
with shades of European magical realism, it deals with the recent personal loss of all four main characters and how a soccer 
ball can change sadness into laughter and create a big and sometimes happy family.

Written by JT OʼNeal during his last semester in the prestigious MFA in screenwriting program at UCLA, AU PAIR, KANSAS 
was created specifically for and stars Håvard Lilleheie, a top  Norwegian film and TV star. JT met Håvard at Cinequest, the 
San Jose Film festival, where Håvard starred in the opening night feature film, United, and another of JTʼs feature scripts 
was a finalist in their screenplay competition. United would end up  being the top  grossing home-produced film in Norway in 
2003.  Amazed at Håvardʼs incredible screen presence, JT vowed to create an English-speaking part for this phenomenally 
funny and charismatic actor.

The problem was how to find a story where 
Håvard could speak English. The solution 
was to make him a male au pair from 
Norway, and to bring him to a small town 
called Lindsborg, a Swedish community in 
the plains of Kansas! Thus begat AU PAIR, 
KANSAS. Add to the mix the grieving mom, 
Helen, the ghost of her dead husband, her 
two yodeling sons, a nudist piano teacher, a 
Latino drag queen, a horny football coach, 
his butch ex-wife sheriff, a high school hotty, 
an eighty year-old Swedish gnome, and 
youʼve got a soccer team. And toss in a herd 
of buffalo (Helen lives on a bison ranch).

AU PAIR, KANSAS was shot in and around Lindsborg, Kansas, using existing locations, and was shot on the incredible Red 
One digital camera. The script for AU PAIR, KANSAS has been compared to the recent indie hit, LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE 
(which won Academy Awards for both screenwriting and best supporting actor.) Both deal humorously with dysfunctional 
families, death, maturing, and coming together for a common goal. Itʼs also similar to JUNEBUG  (another recent indie hit 
that got an Academy Award nomination for best supporting actress), a hilarious fish out of water story set in small town 
America.

AU PAIR, KANSAS is a funny, touching, and heartfelt story. It was shot in Kansas, with many Kansas cast and crew 
members, but also features a Scandinavian movie star and the lead actress is the amazing Traci Lords.



Oddmund Lindeflaten, a 26 year-old adorable Norwegian soccer player, arrives in Lindsborg, Kansas, a quaint Swedish 
farming community to work as an au pair for Helen Hazelton. Helen, recently widowed, and her two sons, Atticus, 15, 
totally bored, and Beau, 9, shy and insecure, live on a farm where they raise bison. Itʼs quickly apparent that Helen and 
Oddmund have a mutual attraction, but Au Pair International rules forbid sexual contact between family members and its 
au pairs.

Oddmund dispenses much needed discipline to Atticus, helps Beau stand up  to the school bully, and brings laughter into 
the house. The boys teach Oddmund how to get bison to change paddocks, by yodeling at them! (As Atticus says, “Bison 
abhor yodeling.”) Helenʼs smitten, and is egged on by Charlie, the ghost of her dead husband, who tells her to go for it. 
When she misinterprets Oddmundʼs actions, she kisses him, only to be rebuffed.

Meanwhile, Oddmund builds Beauʼs confidence by teaching him how to be a goalie, then recruits townspeople to make 
up  a soccer team. A butch female sheriff, Missy, joins in. Then Katie, a hot senior signs up, which gets Atticus to join, 
who brings along his chess partner, 70 year-old Birger. Add Mary  Kay, a Latino drag queen art teacher; Anna, a nude 
blonde art model; Bobbie the Neanderthal junior varsity football coach; and Helen, and heʼs got a team.

At the annual Town Festival, Katie and Atticus get drunk. Oddmund tends to Atticus whoʼs throwing up  in the menʼs room. 
Helen finds them and falsely accuses Oddmund of taking advantage of her son. Ommundʼs put in jail.  The nasty Gudrun, 
Oddmundʼs ex-fiance, shows up, whoʼs flown over because she heard Oddmund had molested the children under his 
care. Finally, the boys and Helenʼs own testimony clear his name.

Oddmundʼs set to leave, but wants one more soccer practice with his team. They play against a real soccer team from 
Bethany College. Charlie appears and tells Helen that she will have a baby. She doesnʼt believe it. Gudrun forces 
Oddmund to make a choice, come with her, or stay.  And he does!

Synopsis
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Traci Lords has been successful in film, TV, music, and as an author.  Her IMDB filmography lists 
149 titles as Actress, including the cult film NOT OF THIS EARTH, the John Waters films CRY-BABY 
and SERIAL MOM, Kevin Smithʼs ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO, and BLADE.  She won the 
Best Actress award at the US Comedy Arts Festival in the film CHUMP CHANGE.  

Her TV credits include MELROSE PLACE, ROSEANNE, PROFILER, FIRST WAVE, WILL & 
GRACE, GILMORE GIRLS, MARRIED WITH CHILDREN, WISEGUY, NASH BRIDGES, and many 
others. 

Traciʼs hit single “Control” reached #2 on the Billboard Dance Charts, and was included on the 
soundtrack for the film MORTAL COMBAT, which went double platinum.  She sang “Fallen Angel” 
which was included on the soundtrack of the film VIRTUOSITY. 

Her autobiography, “Traci Lords Underneath It All”, was published by HarperCollins, and became a 
best seller in the United States, Japan, Sweden, and Serbia.  She appeared on “Oprah”, “Biography”, 
and “Larry King Live” promoting the book.

In AU PAIR, KANSAS, Traci plays Helen Hazelton, a recently widowed woman trying raise 50 bison 
and two sons on ranch in central Kansas.  The movie is about her journey to find love after loss. She 
gives a heartfelt, truthful, painful, realistic portrayal of a modern mother still grieving for and angry at 
her dead husband (who she still sees and hears.)  Traciʼs performance is a revelation--through 
heartbreak and humor, she skillfully explores the emotional terrain of a single woman trying to find 
her bearings.   
     

Traci Lords/Helen Hazelton



Håvard Lilleheie/Oddmund Lindeflaten
Håvard Lilleheie is a film and TV star in Norway.  He starred in UNITED, the top grossing Norwegian 
produced film of 2003.  His TV credits include the series U and he hosts MANSHOW, a top-rated comedy 
in production since 2006.  In 2010 he was on TV in SKAL VI DANSE (the Norwegian DANCING WITH 
STARS.)  

In AU PAIR, KANSAS, Håvard plays Oddmund Lindeflaten, an Norwegian au pair (nanny).  He brings 
laughter and love back into the Hazelton house, but wrecks havoc on Helenʼs tight control on the 
household.  Heʼs the true heart of the film, funny, touching, serious, and truthful.  Through soccer, he 
creates a diverse family in Lindsborg, a Swedish (!) town in the middle of Kansas, thatʼs not certain what 
to think of Norwegian in their midst.  Uffda, baby.

The screenplay for AU PAIR, KANSAS was written specifically for Håvard, and the shoot for the movie 
was scheduled for December, when he had a break from his TV shows in Norway. 
 



Spencer Daniels/A!icus Hazelton  

Kendall Ryan Sanders/Beau Hazelton 

Spencer played the young Benjamin Button in the CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON, and Johnny in STAR TREK, THE FUTURE BEGINS.  
He has also appeared on TV in JUDGING AMY, THE OFFICE, COLD CASE, 
BIG LOVE, NCIS, and CSI: MIAMI. He played Billy in the award-winning 
short, BILLYʼS DAD IS A FUDGE PACKER. 

Spencer plays baseball, and has been accepted into the Tisch School of 
Fines Art at New York University, those these facts are not causally related.  
He is currently working on the screenplay for MY FATHERʼS HERO, which he 
hopes to star in.    

Kendall has appeared on TV in NIP/TUCK, 12 MILES OF BAD ROAD, 
MADTV, NCIS, CRIMINAL MINDS, BIG LOVE, and in numerous feature films.  
He recently acted in NOT ANOTHER NOT ANOTHER MOVIE starring Chevy 
Chase and Burt Reynolds, and THE ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN, 
starring Jennifer Garner and Dianne Wiest.

Kendall was so bright and professional on set that many of his scenes were 
rewritten to be more complex and sophisticated than originally written.  At the 
conclusion of a scene where Beau watches his dead father on a video tape, 
after “cut” was yelled, the crew clapped and cheered for this amazing young 
actor.     



JT O’Neal/W"ter/Director/Producer

JT OʼNeal graduated from the University of Kansas with a degree in History of Art.  He also has an MD 
from the University of Kansas, an MPH (masters of public health) from Harvard, and an MFA (masters of 
fine arts) in screenwriting from UCLA.  While at UCLA, he won the prestigious UCLA Screenwriting 
Showcase with the script, BLACK DIAMOND; the Alfred P. Sloan award with the script, PANTHER LAKE, 
and the Carl David award with the script DIVA AND THE DUDES.  While in film school, he produced the 
ultra-low budget film, ALIEN GAME.  His award winning short films have played at over 80 festivals 
around the world.

In 2004, his script, JOHNNY PIGSKIN (co-written with producing partner Tom Carmody), was a finalist in 
the Cinequest Screenplay competition.  While in San Jose for the Cinequest Film Festival, he saw the 
Norwegian Film, UNITED, which starred Håvard Lilleheie.  Recognizing a true comedic talent, JT wrote 
AU PAIR, KANSAS specifically for Håvard.  In October, 2008, the AU PAIR, KANSAS a script was a semi-
finalist in the Austin Heart of Film screenplay competition, and that award motivated investors to write 
checks, and in November, 2008, production started on the movie. 

The rough cut of AU PAIR, KANSAS was one of only ten feature films selected for the prestigious IFP 
Directorʼs Lab in NYC, and was an official selection in the Emerging Narratives section of Independent 
Film Week.  JT has produced the short, GRANDMA AND THE RAVEN, which was shot on the Kickapoo 
reservation in Kansas, and was a co-executive producer of the feature film, THE ONLY GOOD INDIAN 
(Sundance, 2009), shot at locations throughout Kansas.    

Also an accomplished photographer, his photos are included in major museum collections, including the 
Museum of Modern Art in NYC, and the Library of Congress.  JT wrote the medical textbook The 
Pragmatic Approach to the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard and The KISASS* Guide to 
Screenwriting (*Keep It Short And Simple Stupid.)   He is currently the Residency Director of the 
HealthPartners Occupational Medicine Program in Saint Paul, MN, where he teaches other doctors his 
medical specialty.     

      



Marco Fargnoli/Director of Photography
Marco, based in Los Angeles, has worked extensively in film and TV. His credits include:  ENTOURAGE, SIX FEET 
UNDER, CARNIVALE, DINNER FOR SCHMUCKS, STATE OF THE UNION, CHILDRENʼS HOSPITAL, THE ACT 
(Sundance 2005, Cinematographersʼ Guild Showcase for Excellence in Cinematography), THE GYMNAST (Durango 
Film Festival Kodak Shot on Film Award), THE DOGWALKER (Ashland Independent Festival Best Cinematography 
Award)

Brad, based in Lawrence, Kansas, has edited the features  EARTHWORK (Excellence in Title Design, SXSW 
2010), GRANDMA AND THE RAVEN, ALIEN GAME, MOTHERFUCKER:  THE MOVIE.  

Carlos, based in Los Angeles, has composed the music for DEADLINE, MY BACKYARD WAS A MOUNTAIN, 
DROPPING IN: THE TRUE STORY OF DON WIMMER, DISCOVER THE GIFT. 

Brad Roszell/E$tor

Carlos José Alvarez/Composer

Catherine McCabe/Producer
Catherine received a BFA in Photography, with an emphasis in Drawing, from Arizona State University, then worked as a 
television director and photographer for 12 years.   Sheʼs received four Emmy nominations and 2 Emmys as well as a 
number of other accolades including a Best Documentary Award for her Blues Spotlight program which aired on PBS 
stations all over the country.  She coordinated the production of many major commercials which led to her break in film, 
working for Alexander Enright on a CBS Production, and has helped to produce well over 30 films.   Catherine met JT 
OʼNeal when she was a graduate student at UCLA Film Schoolʼs Producers Program\.

Joan Jerkovich/Producer
Joan, an entrepreneur and businesswoman based out of Salina, Kansas, is President of Soul Bloom Productions, Inc., 
which is involved in screenplay development and feature film production. She is Executive Producer on the feature 
film COMMON, which premiered at the Atlantic Film Festival, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 



Director’s Notes

I first came to Lindsborg, Kansas when I was a senior at Kansas University, to do research on the artist 
Birger Sandzen.  I instantly fell in love with this little Swedish town in the middle of Kansas, and was semi-
adopted by Sandzenʼs daughter, Margaret and her husband Pelham Greenough, director of the Sandzen 
Memorial Art Gallery.  I would later attend the funerals of these two wonderfully eclectic people at the 
beautiful Bethany Lutheran Church, where we shot the Saint Luciaʼs festival footage that is used in the 
movie.    

In the late 1980ʼs, I read a moving book by Lindsborg resident, Beverly Barbo, who, in the process of 
grieving for her son, wrote The Walking Wounded:  A Motherʼs True Story of Her Sonʼs Homosexuality and 
His Eventual AIDS Related Death.  Lindsborgʼs beauty, diversity, joy, tolerance, and life and death 
experiences would be imprinted on me. When I decided to write the script to AU PAIR, KANSAS (during 
my last semester in the MFA program in screenwriting at UCLA), I knew that I wanted to share the magic 
of Lindsborg with the rest of the world, and set the story there.

AU PAIR, KANSAS is my love letter to the people and town of Lindsborg, so rich in its Swedish history 
and culture.  And what a great place to plop Oddmund, a Norwegian au pair (Sweden “won” Norway in the 
Napoleonic wars, and became independent from them in 1905.  Norwegians werenʼt thrilled to be ruled by 
Sweden.)  Conflict is drama.  I wrote the script for Håvard Lilleheie and Håvard is comedy.  Conflict with 
Håvard is thus drama with comedy (hence the movie is a dramedy.)

The story is about finding love after loss.  Each of the four main characters has their own way of coping.  
The amazing Traci Lords plays the mother, Helen, who has the hardest journey, and must overcome not 
only her husbandʼs death, but her anger at him.  

The movie is dedicated to my father, Charles OʼNeal.  The character of the dead father, Charlie, 
represents both my father (who died of melanoma and had two sons) and me (who came close to 
marrying someone just to have kids.)  The speeches Charlie gives to his sons on the tapes are basically 
stuff my father told me. 

There is no way to direct an indie feature without the help of great talent and people who believe in the 
story.  Everyone involved with the making of AU PAIR, KANSAS was passionate about this project.  I hope 
it shows.    

JT OʼNeal        



CAST:

Helen	  Hazelton:	  	  Traci	  Lords
Oddmund	  Linde1laten:	  	  Håvard	  Lilleheie
Atticus	  Hazelton:	  	  Spencer	  Daniels
Beau	  Hazelton:	  	  Kendall	  Ryan	  Sanders
Coach	  Bobby	  Breed:	  	  Peter	  Murnik
Charlie	  Hazelton:	  	  Stephen	  O’Mahoney
Sheriff	  Missy:	  	  Cher	  Ferreyra
Anna:	  	  Louise	  Rosager
Mary	  Kay	  Sedia:	  	  Oscar	  Quintero
Gudrun:	  	  Anne	  Svanes
Katie:	  	  Kelsey	  Sanders
Paco:	  	  Gavin	  Reese	  Mosher
Sara:	  	  Britt	  Rothhammer
Birger:	  	  Ron	  Stam
Investigator:	  	  Paul	  J.	  Alessi
Waitress:	  	  Judy	  Neuschafer
Pastor:	  	  Reverend	  Loren	  Mai
Swedish	  Fiddler:	  	  Charlotte	  Anderson
Organ	  and	  Accordian	  Player:	  	  Nickolas	  Carlson
Cat:	  	  Marshall	  Kitty

Unit	  Production	  Manager:	  	  Catherine	  McCabe

Line	  Producer:	  	  Catherine	  McCabe

First	  Assistant	  Director:	  	  Hans-Martin	  Liebing
Second	  Assistant	  Director:	  	  Novia	  Chen
Assistant	  to	  the	  Director:	  	  Kay	  Praus

Art	  Direction:	  	  Jerry	  Koukol
Construction	  Foreman:	  	  George	  Vogel
Art	  Direction	  Department	  Assistant:	  	  Paul	  Myers

Sound	  Mixer:	  	  Brandon	  Wayne	  Patton

Script	  Supervisor:	  	  Robert	  Hubbard

Production	  Coordinator:	  	  Novia	  Chen

First	  Assistant	  Camera:	  	  Danny	  Gardner
Second	  Assistant	  Camera:	  	  Heather	  Brown

Second	  Unit	  Director	  of	  Photography:	  	  Jeremy	  Osbern

Still	  Camera:	  	  Colleen	  May
Behind	  the	  Scenes	  Camera:	  	  David	  Nelson,	  
Devin	  Frederking,	  Jerry	  Koukol

Digital	  Intermediate	  Tech:	  	  Brad	  Roszell
Information	  Technology:	  	  Benjamin	  Myers

Gaffer:	  	  Jeremy	  Osbern
Best	  Boy	  Electric:	  	  Jon	  Breitkreutz
Lamp	  Operator:	  	  Jonathan	  Tenholder
Key	  Grip:	  	  Michael	  Stoecker
Grip:	  	  Erin	  Darley
Best	  Boy	  Grip:	  	  Jon	  Tenholder
Electricians:	  	  Trey	  Hock,	  Tony	  Ontiveros
Grip/Electric	  Swing:	  	  Leonard	  Hock	  III,	  Tristan	  Nolle

Costume	  Supervisor:	  	  Dusty	  Feuerbach
Costume	  Assistant:	  	  Paul	  Myers
Make-‐up	  Artist:	  	  Annie	  Svanes

Opening	  Credits:	  	  Jon	  Thomas

Conforming	  and	  Color	  Correction:	  	  Michael	  Sandness

Closing	  Animation:	  	  Diana	  Suarez

Music	  Supervisor:	  	  Amanda	  Brammall

Music	  Preparation:	  	  Jimin	  Lee,	  Thanh	  Tran

Yodeling	  Coach:	  	  Berkley	  Matthews

Chess	  Choreographer:	  	  Tom	  Brownscombe

ADR	  Norway:	  	  Peter	  Clausen,	  Megahon	  AS

Dance	  Instructor:	  	  Charlotte	  Anderson

Studio	  Teacher:	  	  Jan	  Turetsky

Transportation	  Coordinator:	  	  Stanley	  Amick
Drivers:	  	  Gary	  Schwartzendruber,	  Abner	  Perney	  

Driver	  for	  Ms.	  Lords:	  	  Kay	  Praus

Caterers:	  	  Bethany	  College	  
Craft	  Service:	  	  Novia	  Chen

Production	  Accountant:	  	  Catherine	  McCabe
Production	  General	  Accountants:	  	  Clubine	  &	  Rettele	  

Chartered,	  Jay	  Langley	  CPA,	  Anna	  Rhea
Post-‐Production	  Accountant:	  	  Joan	  Jerkovich

Post-‐Production	  General	  Accountant:	  	  Betsy	  Kohl

Casting	  Assistants:	  	  Luke	  Wright,	  Emma	  Dean,	  
Dorothy	  Dells,	  Gina	  Mortimer

Audition	  Space:	  	  CAZT	  Studios,	  Hollywood	  
Extra’s	  Audition	  Space:	  	  Salina	  Community	  Theater,	  

Bethany	  College,	  Lindsborg	  Bank	  of	  America	  

Production	  Assistants:	  Paul	  Myers,	  Philip	  N.	  Hurst	  II
Community	  Outreach	  Coordinator:	  	  Gina	  Mortimer

LOCATIONS:

Hazelton	  Ranch
Dr.	  Erik	  and	  Cheryl	  Peterson,	  and	  the	  Peterson	  family

Anna’s	  Swedish	  House
Karmon	  and	  Mary	  Anne	  Almquist

Smoky	  Hill	  Bison	  Farm
Linda	  and	  Verne	  Hubalek

Lindsborg	  Police	  Department

Old	  Mill	  Museum,	  Swedish	  Pavilion
Lorna	  Nelson,	  Curator

Salina	  Airport
Tim	  Rogers,	  Laura	  Robertson

Bethany	  Lutheran	  Church
Reverend	  Loren	  Mai	  and	  Congregation

Swedish	  Country	  Inn
Becky	  Anderson

Courtyard	  Bakery	  &	  Café
Linda	  and	  Ken	  Branch

CLOSING CREDITS



Smoky	  Valley	  High	  Schools
Superintendent	  Glen	  J.	  Suppes

Smoky	  Valley	  High	  School
Keith	  Kandt	  ,	  Marc	  Williams,	  Darren	  Able	  

Soderstrom	  Elementary	  School
Debbie	  Watson

World	  Champion	  Anatoly	  Karpov	  International	  School	  of	  Chess
Tom	  Brownscombe,	  Executive	  Director
Mark	  Cobb,	  Wes	  Fisk,	  Tom	  Woodman

Bethany	  College
Dr.	  Edward	  F.	  Leonard	  III,	  President

Aubrey	  Streit,	  Director	  of	  Communications

Olmberg	  and	  Johnson	  Blacksmith	  and	  Wagon	  Shop
Jim	  Prugh

The	  Residence	  of	  Erika	  Lysell	  and	  Jeremy	  Alkire
	  

Visions	  Gallery	  and	  Art	  Studio

City	  of	  Lindsborg	  Public	  Restrooms

Coronado	  Heights
Chet	  Peterson

SPECIAL	  THANKS:

The	  City	  and	  Awesome	  People	  of	  Lindsborg,	  Kansas

Lindsborg	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce	  
Chris	  Bauman,	  Donna	  Nelson

Lindsborg	  Police	  Department	  
Chief	  of	  Police,	  Timothy	  Berggren

Scott	  Wolf,	  Terry	  Reed,	  Brad	  Smith,	  Mike	  Woodhuff,	  
Sue	  Bartholomew

Lindsborg	  Fire	  Department	  
Chief	  Kent	  Ebling

EMS	  Director	  Daryl	  Johnson

Bethany	  College
Dr.	  Edward	  F.	  Leonard,	  Aubrey	  Streit 

Hemslöjd	  Swedish	  Gifts

Turner	  Photography	  at	  the	  Brick	  Street	  Gallery
Jim	  Turner

Great	  Lakes	  Airlines
Monica	  Taylor

Congressman	  Jerry	  Moran’s	  Of1ice	  
Lisa	  Dethoff,	  Steve	  Howe

The	  Of1ice	  of	  Senator	  Pat	  Roberts

US	  Embassy,	  Norway	  
Vice-‐Counsel	  Jean	  Woynicki

State	  Senator	  Jay	  Scott	  Emler
35th	  District,	  Kansas

Honorable	  Commissioners
Duane	  Patrick,	  Harris	  Terry,	  Ron	  Loomis

And	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors,	  McPherson	  County,	  Kansas

Honorable	  Mayor	  of	  Lindsborg,
Judy	  Neushafer

Bethany	  College	  Soccer	  
Steve	  Moore,	  Jeff	  Kidd

Lindsborg	  Folkdanslag
Dr.	  Duane	  and	  Nancy	  Frederickson	  

Alliance	  of	  Motion	  Picture	  and	  Television	  Producers	  
Vanessa	  Pollek

Marsha	  Rockhold

Nancy	  Salminen

James	  Brown

Tim	  Hauschild

Stan	  Amick

Gary	  Schwartzengruber

Lindsborg	  Kiwanis	  Club

Lindsborg	  Swedish	  Club

The	  Old	  Stuga
Mark	  and	  Nancy	  Lysell

The	  Swedish	  Crown	  and	  Vasa
Mason	  and	  Kathy	  Johnson,	  Robert	  McCall

Sodexo	  Food	  Service,	  Inc.,	  Bethany	  College
Kevin	  McCoy

Birger	  Sandzen	  Memorial	  Gallery
Ronald	  Michael,	  Curator

Birger	  Sandzen	  Estate

Moca’s	  Bistro	  &	  Bakery
Salina,	  Kansas

Bennington	  State	  Bank

The	  Jerkovich	  Family

Shirley	  Braxton

Northtowne	  Volkswagen
Grant	  White

Volkswagen	  Duetschland

Motion	  Picture	  Management

Lacy	  RV	  Ranch
Scott	  Henseler

Kansas	  Film	  Commission
Peter	  Jasso



G.N.	  Malm
Norman	  and	  Rosemary	  Malm

Kansas	  State	  University
Tami	  Breymeyer

Kansas	  University
Todd	  Owen,	  Frank	  Barthell,	  Carol	  Lef1ler

Mingenback	  Art	  Center
Caroline	  Kahler

Shear	  Delight	  Hair	  Salon
Jan	  Ellis

Juliet	  Green

Stephen	  LaManna

Ka-‐Comm

Pregnancy	  Service	  Center
Judy	  Beck

The	  Gilbert	  Group
Bill	  Gilbert

Coffey	  Sound

Roll	  Camera
Jim	  Wheeler

Otto	  Nemenz
Fritz	  Heinzle

PDQ	  Emergency	  Products

Screen	  Actors	  Guild	  Theatrical	  Contracts	  
Department

Charlesetta	  Redmond

America’s	  Mattress
Jason	  Augustine

Pestinger	  Heating	  &	  Air	  Conditioning

Johnson-‐Rolander	  Agency

Coronado	  Motel	  and	  RV	  Park
Mahmuda	  Nasri,	  Ashraful	  Alam

Truman	  Van	  Dyke	  Company
Kent	  Hamilton

American	  Family	  Insurance

Creative	  Entertainment	  Services,	  Inc.
Vanessa	  Singleton

LG	  Phones

Motion	  Picture	  Magic
Bob	  Romans,	  Carlos	  Carcia

Jansports

Langers	  Juice	  &	  Vitamin	  Water

Gavina/Don	  Facisco	  Coffee

Oxi	  Clean	  Laundry	  Products
Yia	  Yia	  Creations	  of	  Des	  Moines

Jessica	  Schmidt

Katy	  Hamilton

Gina	  Mortimer,	  Local	  Casting

Scarlett	  Garnet	  Jewelry
Garnet	  Baker,	  Katie	  Miller

Shopgirls,	  Kansas	  City

Lulu’s	  Boutique,	  Mission,	  Kansas

Salina	  Journal
Gary	  Demuth

KSAL	  Radio

Shear	  Delight
Jen	  Ellis,	  Gizelle	  Ellis

Carol	  Gusenius

Smoky	  Valley	  Historical	  Association

G.N.	  Malm	  Estate
Rosemary	  Malm

Pro	  Sale	  Communication
Simone	  Raab,	  Reinhold	  Rudolph

Pizza	  Hut

Seasons	  Family	  Restaurant

The	  Hickory	  Tree	  Restaurant	  

SPLICE
Kel	  Nelson,	  Heidi	  Schuster,	  Michael	  Sandness

MUSIC:

“This	  Is	  Our	  Year”
Written	  and	  performed	  by	  Ariana	  Hall	  	  

“Love	  Is	  A	  Wonderful”
Written	  and	  performed	  by	  Ariana	  Hall

“Alive	  But	  Not	  Amused”
Written	  and	  performed	  by	  The	  Abalone	  Dots
Rebecka	  Hjukström,	  Sophia	  Hogman,	  Louise	  

Holmer,	  Elin	  Mörk
Abalone	  Dots	  appears	  by	  courtesy	  of	  Sony	  Music	  

Entertainment	  Sweden	  AB
And	  Frank	  Wing,	  APA	  Nashville

"Min	  älskade",	  "Lång	  Väg",	  "Hedniska	  Dans"
Written	  and	  Performed	  by	  American	  Primitive
Corey	  Epstein,	  Paul	  Fuller,	  Zack	  Smith,	  Chris	  

Stewart

“Fantasy	  on	  Die	  Katzenpfote”
Written	  and	  Performed	  by	  Jed	  Smith

Thanks	  for	  the	  Teaching	  and	  Inspiration:

Peter	  James
Bruce	  Beresford
George	  Miller

Adam	  Shankman
Anne	  Fletcher
Bruce	  Joel	  Rubin
Harvey	  Fierstein
Richard	  Walters
Hal	  Ackerman
Linda	  Vorhees
Howard	  Suber
Gil	  Cates

Geoff	  Gilmore
Felicia	  Henderson
Peter	  Wollen
Meg	  LeFauve
Denise	  Mann
Barbara	  Boyle
Nicholas	  Meyer

The	  Best	  Film	  and	  Script	  Consultants	  Ever:

Thomas	  Ethan	  Harris
Laurie	  Hutzler

Best	  Casting	  Director	  Ever:

Cathy	  Henderson-‐Martin

Super	  Special	  Thanks	  (It	  wouldn’t	  have	  
happened	  without	  you!):

Ron	  Stam
Tom	  Carmody
Jim	  Prugh

Michael	  Moore
Julie	  Sager	  Miller	  Trust

Mike	  Berkley
Joan	  Jerkovich

Dr.	  George	  Jerkovich
Judy	  Neuschafer
Daran	  Neuschafer

No	  animals	  were	  harmed	  during	  the	  making	  
of	  this	  movie.	  	  Some	  bison	  were	  fed	  desert.	  	  A	  

cat	  was	  kissed.	  	  	  

This	  script	  was	  written	  as	  a	  requirement	  for	  
an	  MFA	  in	  screenwriting	  at	  UCLA.	  	  	  Go	  Bruins.	  

	  	  	  

www.aupairkansas.com

http://www.aupairkansas.com
http://www.aupairkansas.com


Fun Facts
The movie was SAG ultra-low budget, shot in 18 days, on a Red One camera (4K, finished in 2K)  There were no location 
costs (all scenes were shot in the original locations, courtesy of the owners.)  Over 240 extras are listed in the closing 
credits.  The total population of Lindsborg, Kansas is 3321.  

Yes, it snowed during the shoot, then was 55 degrees the next day.  In Kansas, if you donʼt like the weather, wait a day.

The painting of Jesus behind the alter was done by Birger Sandzen.  Sandzenʼs daughter, Margaret, was writer/director 
JT OʼNealʼs surrogate grandmother (OʼNealʼs honorʼs project in art history at the University of Kansas was on the painter 
Birger Sandzen.) 

The Anatoly Karpov International School of Chess was created in 2002.  In 2004, the historic Clash of the Titans chess 
match, between world menʼs champion Karpov and world womenʼs champion Susan Polgar, was held in Lindsborg. 

The Swedish Pavilion, the scene of the Swedish Dance, was built for the Saint Louis Worldʼs Fair in 1904, and later 
moved to Bethany College in Lindsborg.  At one time Birger Sandzen taught art classes in the building.

The legal costs and fees to get a work visa for Håvard Lilleheie to come to the United States were more than twice what 
he got paid to be in the movie. 

The AU PAIR, KANSAS screenplay won an award (semi-finalist) at the Austin Film Festival Heart of Film screenplay 
competition in the comedy division.  

The actor that played Birger (the Tomte, a Swedish gnome) was the “angel” investor for the movie. 

The last feature film shot in Lindsborg had teenage girls running around naked getting their heads chopped off. 

The editor, Brad Roszell, turned down a job on another low budget film that was being shot in Missouri, to work on AU 
PAIR, KANSAS.  The other film was WINTERʼS BONE.  

 www.bisonfarm.com, is the real website for the Smoky Hill Bison Company, where the bison scenes were shot.

Spencer Daniels turned 16 the week after shooting wrapped.  When he returned home to California, his parents surprised 
him on his birthday by putting a car in the garage as his gift (just like the scene in the movie.)

The actress who played Katie (Kelsey Sanders), Atticusʻ girlfriend, is the real life sister of Beau (Kendall Ryan Sanders), 
who played Atticusʻ brother.  This might be sort of kinky.       
  

http://www.bisonfarm.com
http://www.bisonfarm.com

